


Our Mission
The Supervisor of Elections (SOE) 

has facilitated this workshop to 
provide local candidates, political 
committees and interested parties 

with information on the filing process 
and the tools to ensure compliance 
with Chapter 106 Florida Statutes 

and all other campaign finance law.
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Candidate Responsibilities 
• It is the responsibility of the candidate to:

– Read, understand, and adhere to the requirements of
Chapter 106 F.S.

– Meet the qualifications necessary for the office sought
– Meet the residency requirements of the office sought

by the required date
– File the required documents with the appropriate filing

officer timely

Detailed information regarding requirements for each office can be found 
in the Guide to Elected and Appointed Officials on the SLC Supervisor of 
Elections website.
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FEC COMPLAINT FORM
http://www.fec.state.fl.us/fecwebfi.nsf/pages/complaints



Common Violations of Chapter 106
• There are almost 100 separate violations in Chapter

106, Florida Statutes. Some of the most common
violations are as follows:
– Accepting contributions or making expenditures prior to

appointing a campaign treasurer and designating a campaign
depository.  §106.021(1)(a), F.S.

– Failure of the treasurer of a candidate or political committee
to file regular reports of all contributions received, and all
expenditures made, by or on behalf of the candidate or
political committee.  §106.07(1), F.S.

– Failure of a person to prominently mark all political
advertisements with a proper political disclaimer.
§106.143, F.S.

– Accepting a contribution in excess of the contribution limit
for each election. §106.19(1)(a), F.S.
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Candidate Filing Cycle
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1. 
Filing to 

Become a 
Candidate

2. 
Financial 
Reporting 

Begins

3. 
Qualifying 
for Office 
Sought

4. 
THE 

ELECTION(S)

5. 
Disposing 
of Surplus 

Funds

202� PRIMARY ELECTION 
August ��, 202�

Book Closing July 2�, 202�

202� GENERAL ELECTION 
November �, 202�

Book Closing October �, 202�



Filing to Become a Candidate

• DS-DE 9 – Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and
Designation of Campaign Depository (Eff. 10/23)

AND 
(If not at the same time within 10 days of filing DS-DE 9)
• DS-DE 83 – Statement of Candidate for Judicial Office

You have received, read, and understand the 
requirements of the Florida Code of Judicial Conduct

• DS-DE 84 – Statement of Candidate
You have access to, read, and understand Chapter 
106, F.S. (Campaign Finance)

Not considered “filed” upon mailing, only upon receipt 
by the filing officer.
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Resignation or Removal  of 
Campaign Treasurer

– Written notice of the resignation or
removal is required.

– The resignation or removal  is not
effective until a copy is filed with the
filing officer
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Primary Campaign Depository

A candidate must designate a primary campaign 
depository with a Florida authorized

• Bank
• Savings and loan association
• Credit Union

Must be separate from personal or other 
accounts

Designating a campaign depository does not mean 
physically opening your account, merely naming the 
financial institution
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Account Record-Keeping
F.S. 106.06

• Keep detailed accounts of contributions/expenditures
– Account must be kept current within not more than 2 days after date of

contribution/expenditure

• Deposit all funds received by the end of 5th business day
– Bank slip must contain name of each contributor and the amount of each

contribution (F.S. 106.05)

• Keep detailed accounts of all deposits and withdrawals

• Preserve all account documents for number of years
equal to the term of office

• Can be fined for incomplete, late, or inaccurate reports
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Inspection of Records
F.S. 106.06

• Accounts kept by the campaign treasurer may
be inspected under reasonable circumstances
– Before
– During
– After
the election by any authorized representative of
the DOE or the FEC
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Financial Reporting – Contributions 
F.S. 106.011(5)

• A gift, subscription, conveyance, deposit, loan,
payment or distribution of money or anything of
value, including contributions in kind having an
attributable monetary value in any form, made
for the purpose of influencing the
results of an election or making an
electioneering communication

• A transfer of funds between political
committees
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Financial Reporting – Contributions
F.S. 106.011(5) 

• The payment, by any person other than a
candidate or political committee, of compensation
for the personal services of another person which
are rendered to a candidate or political committee
without charge to the candidate for such
services

• The transfer of funds by a campaign treasurer or
deputy treasurer between a primary depository
and a separate interest-bearing account or CD
and the term includes interest earned on such
account or certificate
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Contributions – Exceptions
F.S. 106.011(5)

Exceptions are:
– Services provided without compensation by

individuals volunteering their time to a
candidate or political committee

– Editorial endorsements

IMPORTANT: The law provides no exceptions for 
reporting contribution information, regardless of the size of 
the contribution

The reporting requirements are the same for a 1¢ 
contribution as for a $1,000 contribution
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Reporting Contributions 
F.S. 106.07

Each report must contain:

Full name, address, occupation, amount and date of each 
person making a contribution

Provide principal type of business conducted for 
corporations

Principal type of business or occupation is not required if:
• The contribution is $100 or less
• From a relative provided the relationship is reported
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Anonymous Contributions

• Must be reported as anonymous contribution

• A letter should be submitted to the filing officer
explaining the circumstances surrounding acceptance of
an anonymous contribution

• The candidate cannot spend the anonymous
contribution but at the end of the campaign can donate
the amount to an appropriate entity under Section
106.141, F.S.

DE 89-02 - April 5, 1989
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Reporting Contributions –
Protected Addresses

F.S 119.07
• Some contributors to your campaign (such as law

enforcement personnel) may have an Exemption from
Public Records, “Protected  Address” on file with the
SOE

• These contributors’ addresses will automatically be
redacted and print out with ***Protected Voter*** on the
campaign report
– All contributions must contain the full address

• Addresses must not be vague or contain “unknown”
• May use a business address (or P.O. Box) in lieu of a

home address
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Reporting Contributions –
Joint Accounts

When a candidate receives a contribution in the 
form of a check drawn on a joint account, signed 
by only one of the joint owners, the owner 
signing the check is considered the contributor

DE 93-10 - November 15, 1993
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In-Kind Contributions
F.S. 106.055

• Anything of value made for the purpose of influencing the
results of an election

• Exceptions are:
– Personal services provided without compensation by volunteers
– Independent expenditures as defined in Section 106.011(5), F.S.; or
– Endorsements of 3 or more candidates by PC’s or political parties

• Any person who makes an in-kind contribution shall place
a fair market value on the contribution

*In-kind contributions are subject to contribution limits*
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Loans – F.S. 106.08 & 106.075 
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• Loans are considered contributions and are subject to
contributions limits
– Exception – loans made by a candidate to his or her own

campaign are not subject to contribution limits

• Must be reported on the campaign treasurer’s report

• A candidate making a loan to his or her campaign may
be reimbursed for the loan at any time the campaign
account has sufficient funds
– All personal loans exceeding $500 in value, made to a candidate and

used for campaign purposes and made in the twelve months preceding
his or her election to office, must be reported on Forms DS-DE 73 and
73A, Campaign Loans Report, and filed with the filing officer within ten
days after being elected to office.



Fund Raisers – F.S. 106.025

• All monies and contributions received from campaign
fund raisers are campaign contributions

• All contributions are subject to the contribution limits
contained in Section 106.08, F.S., and are to be
accounted for and reported as any other contribution
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Debit and Credit Card 
Contributions

A candidate may accept contributions via:
– Credit card
– Debit card
– Money order
– Pay Pal

Categorize as a “check” for reporting purposes and show 
full name and address of contributor on report

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS OPINION 00-03 - February 8, 2000 
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Contribution Limits – F.S. 106.08

Contribution Limits:

$1,000 for a candidate:
Retention as a Judge of a District Court of Appeal
A candidate for legislative office
A candidate for multi-county office
A candidate for county office
A candidate for county court judge or circuit judge
OR in any election conducted on less than a countywide basis

The Primary and General Elections are separate elections 
except for candidates seeking retention as a judge
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http://www.fec.gov/




http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=106.021&URL=0100-0199/0106/Sections/0106.11.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=106.021&URL=0100-0199/0106/Sections/0106.141.html
























SCENARIO 3
Candidate C has had success on the campaign 
trail and received an influx of contributions.  She 
decides to utilize her campaign account to pay the 
mortgage on her house.  She remembers that all 
expenditures must be reported and adds the 
transaction to her campaign finance       
reports as required by law.

Is this a violation of Chapter 106
statutes? 
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Campaign Finance Reports
F.S. 106.0705

• Financial reports must be submitted electronically via the
Voter Focus program to the SLC Supervisor of Elections
utilizing a confidential pin as an electronic signature

• The Voter Focus program Log In is located on the SOE
website

• After data entry is complete and report submitted,  the
system creates the report in the form required with
received date and time stamp

• Submitted reports will appear on SOE website for public
to view
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Campaign Finance Reports

• Use “How to File Financial Reports Online” as a
step-by-step guide on how to use to the
Candidate Reporting System

• The handbook is available in the SOE office
Latest revision 2/8/23
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Campaign Finance Reports 
F.S. 106.07
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Reports for Local Candidates/Political Committees
are due

• On the 10th day of each quarter after filing for office

• On the 60th day immediately preceding the Primary
Election and biweekly on each Friday thereafter through
and including the 4th day immediately preceding the
General Election

• With additional reports due on the 25th and 11th days
before the Primary and General Elections



Campaign Finance Reports 
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• Per F.S. 106.07(5), “The candidate and his or
her campaign treasurer, in the case of a
candidate, or the political committee chair and
campaign treasurer of the committee, in the
case of a political committee, shall certify as to
the correctness of each report; and each
person so certifying shall bear the
responsibility for the accuracy and veracity of
each report.”



Waiver of Report
F.S. 106.07

• If no contributions or expenditures are made in any
reporting period, the filing of the required report for that
period is waived and the candidate must file a Waiver of
Report

• A Waiver of Report is required even if the designated
bank account has not yet been opened
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Incomplete Reports
F.S. 106.07

• Incomplete reports must be accepted on a conditional
basis

• The filing officer notifies the campaign treasurer as to
why the report is deemed incomplete

• The Campaign treasurer must file an addendum within 7
days of notification

• The addendum must include all necessary information to
complete the report
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Late Reports
F.S 106.07
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A campaign financial report is not deemed filed until 
the report is filed via the Supervisor of Elections 
website with an electronic signature by the due date 
and time

Report Due Dates can be found:
• On SLC Supervisor of Elections Website
• On Division of Elections Website
• Included in all Candidate Packets
• Shown in the Candidate Reporting System
• Countdown to deadline date in the Reporting system

Late reports are subject to a fine!!



Calculation of Fines 
F.S. 106.07

Campaign Treasurer’s Reports
$50 per day for the first 3 days late, and thereafter, $500 for each 
day late, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, 
whichever is greater, for the period covered by the report

Reports Immediately Preceding Primary or General Election
$500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total 
receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period 
covered by the report

Termination Report
$50 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total 
receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period 
covered by the late report
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Payment of Fines
F.S. 106.07

Fine enforcement is not at the discretion of the SOE 

• Candidates - Campaign funds may NOT be used to pay fines -
must be paid with personal funds!

• Political Committees/ECO’s - Committee funds may be used,
but are not required to be used, to pay fines

Fines must be paid within 20 days of notice from the qualifying 
officer 

An appeal can be filed with the FEC based on unusual 
circumstances; however, notice must be provided to the 
qualifying officer within 20 days 
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SCENARIO 4
Candidate D has received numerous 
contributions for the report due immediately 
preceding the 2026 primary election.  However, 
her only treasurer went on vacation and did not 
submit a report until 5 days after 
the due date.  

Will Candidate D incur a late 
fine?
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2026 QUALIFYING PERIODS
Noon, April 20, 2026 – Noon, April 24, 2026 

Qualifying for all judicial, state attorney 
& public defender candidates

SOE will begin accepting and holding paperwork on April 6, 2026
________________________________________________

Noon, June 8, 2026  – Noon, June 12, 2026
Qualifying for all statewide, multi-county, 

county, and district candidates
SOE will begin accepting and holding paperwork on May 25, 2026

Must be in line prior to noon on the last day of qualifying for qualifying 
paperwork to be accepted!! 

Please contact Candidate Department to set up an appointment today at 
772-462-1500 or candidates@slcelections.com
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Important Information to Know 
Before Qualifying
Resign-to-Run Law 

F.S. 99.012
No officer may qualify as a candidate for another state, 
district, county or municipal public office if the terms (or any 
part thereof) run concurrently with each other without 
resigning from the office he or she presently holds.

The resignation is irrevocable.

The resignation must be submitted at least 10 days prior to 
the first day of qualifying.
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Important Information to Know 
Before Qualifying
Resign-to-Run Law

Questions regarding the Resign-to-Run?

– Chapter 2 – SOE Qualifying Handbook

– Contact the DOE General Counsel’s office
at 850-245-6536 or email questions to
generalcounsel@dos.myflorida.com

– Speak with your county attorney
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Important Information to Know 
Before Qualifying
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The Hatch Act
Federal Hatch Act for State, County or Municipal Employees 
restricts political activity if:

The employee’s entire salary is completely funded from Federal 
dollars (loans or grants)

The employee is precluded from being a candidate for public 
office in a partisan election.

**Other laws and the employing agency’s personnel policies may further restrict the ability of a state,
county, or municipal employee to participate as a candidate 

Advisory opinions may be made by e-mail to:
hatchact@osc.gov



Important Information to Know 
Before Qualifying

Changing Parties for Partisan Offices
F.S. 99.021

• A person seeking to qualify as a political party
candidate:

May not have been a registered member of 
any other political party for 365 days before 
the beginning of qualifying preceding the 
general election (June 8, 2025)
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Qualifying Methods
F.S. 99.061

Pay Qualifying Fee
- or -

Petition Process
- or -

As Write-In Candidate
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Qualifying through Fee Payment
F.S. 99.061

The qualifying fee is based on the salary of the position 
sought, as of July 1st immediately preceding the
first day of qualifying

– The fee can only be paid during the qualifying period
– The fee must be drawn on the campaign account
– Cashier checks, personal checks and money orders are not

acceptable (Exception for Special District Candidates can pay
the qualifying fee with a personal check)

• Partisan – 6% of salary of office sought
• Non-Partisan & NPA (including City of Port St. Lucie) – 4% of

salary of office sought
• City of Fort Pierce – 1% of salary of office sought
• Community Development Districts - $25.00
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Properly Executed Qualifying Check
F.S. 99.061

• Dated
• Numerical amount
• Written amount
• MUST be signed by duly appointed

treasurer or deputy treasurer
• Drawn on campaign account
• Paid to the order of SLC Supervisor of

Elections OR appropriate filing officer
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JOHN DOE CAMPAIGN ACCOUNT
123 MAIN STREET
ANYWHERE, FL 34900 June 10, 2024

SLC Supervisor of Elections 2369.80

Two Thousand Three Hundred Sixty Nine and 80/100

Qualifying Fee John Q. Doe



Return of Qualifying Fee
F.S. 99.092

• Candidate Withdraws
Must withdraw in writing prior to the last date to qualify

• Deceased Candidate
If the candidate dies prior to the election, candidate’s
beneficiary is entitled to return of qualifying fee

• Candidate Fails to Qualify
Return check with letter indicating that person did not
qualify
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Qualifying via Petition Method
F.S. 99.095

• Candidate may qualify to have his/her name placed on the

ballot by the petition process

• Not required to pay the qualifying fee or party assessment

• Absent a local ordinance, candidates may collect petitions in

any public place including a government-owned building

– Private Property – must have permission of the owner of

the property unless it is a

quasi-public area (case law.)
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Qualifying via Petition Method

• St. Lucie County candidates must collect
petitions equal to 1% of the registered voters in
the preceding General Election, which amounts
to 2,430 valid petitions.

• Municipal Elections: Varies based on the office
sought

• For Candidates who will qualify with the Division
of Elections, please refer to the Division’s
website under Qualifying Information

1/6/2025 72



Required Petition Form

• DS-DE 104 (Eff. 09/11) Candidate Petition is the
required statutory form and no other forms will be
accepted

• Signatures on petitions that are not on the current
DS-DE 104 form are not valid

• Candidates are responsible for reproducing petitions

• Forms cannot be altered except for size
– No smaller than 3” x 5”, no larger than 8.5” x 11”
– Per Rule 1S-2.045 Florida Administrative Code
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Qualifying via Petition Method 
DS-DE 104 Candidate Petition
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INFORMATION ON PETITION MUST MATCH INFORMATION LISTED 
ON THE DS-DE 9 OR THE PETITION IS INVALID.  

PLEASE REFER TO THE PETITION HANDBOOK ON THE DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON PETITION REQUIREMENTS.



Petition Common Mistakes













Qualifying as a Write-In Candidate

• Not required to pay a qualifying fee or submit
petitions

• Must comply with campaign finance laws

• Residency requirements are based on the office
sought

• Qualifies for a General Election only

• Candidate’s name will not appear on the ballot
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Qualifying Forms – Candidate Oath
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• Candidate Oath Form (varies based on office sought)
 Name as it is to appear on the ballot
 Office
 Party Affiliation (if applicable)
 Candidate’s signature
 Statement of outstanding fines, fees, or penalties that cumulatively

exceed $250 for any violations of s. 8, Art. II of the State Constitution,
the Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees under part III of
chapter 112, any local ethics ordinance governing standards of
conduct and disclosure requirements, or chapter 106

 Must be properly notarized

**Candidate Oath forms were updated in 2023** 
Current forms can be found on the

Division of Elections website
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/forms-

https://dos.myflorida.com/elections


NEW OATH FORMS
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CURRENT FORMS MUST BE UTILIZED TO QUALIFY FOR OFFICE!!
See the Division of Elections website at https://dos.fl.gov.elections/forms- 
for the latest forms. 

DS-DE 301A Candidate Oath - State and Local Partisan Office with Party Affiliation 10/2024 PDF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS & CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS /media/707276/dsde301a-state-and-local-partisan-oath-pty-aff-002-fillable.pdf

DS-DE 301B Candidate Oath - State and Local Partisan Office without Party Affiliation 10/2024 PDF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS & CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS /media/707259/dsde301b-state-and-local-partisan-oath-no-pty-aff-003-fillable.pdf

DS-DE 301C Candidate Oath - State and Local Partisan Office Write-In Candidate 10/2024 PDF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS & CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS /media/707275/dsde301c-state-and-local-partisan-oath-write-in-fillable.pdf

DS-DE 302NP Candidate Oath - Nonpartisan Office 10/2024 PDF

CITY COMMISSIONERS/COUNCILPERSON & COMMUMITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS /media/707240/dsde302np-nop-oath-fillable.pdf

DS=DE 303JU Candidate Oath - Judicial Office 10/2024 PDF

JUDICIAL OFFICE /media/707241/dsde303ju-judicial-oath-fillable-db.pdf

DS-DE 304SB Candidate Oath - School Board Office 10/2024 PDF

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS /media/707242/dsde304sb-school-board-oath-fillable.pdf

DS-DE 305A Candidate Oath - State Committeemen and Committeewomen 10/2024 PDF

POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEEMEN & COMMITTEEWOMEN /media/707243/dsde305a-committeemen-and-committeewomen-oath-state-
fillable.pdf

DS-DE 305B Candidate Oath - District Committeemen and Committeewomen 10/2024 PDF

POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEEMEN & COMMITTEEWOMEN /media/707244/dsde305b-committeemen-and-committeewomen-oath-district-
fillable.pdf

DS-DE 305C Candidate Oath - Precinct Committeemen and Committeewomen 10/2024 PDF

POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEEMEN & COMMITTEEWOMEN /media/707245/dsde305c-committeemen-and-committeewomen-oath-precinct-
fillable.pdf



Qualifying Forms – Affidavit for Use 
of Nickname on Ballot

• A candidate may add their nickname to the Oath of Candidate along
with one’s surname when the nickname is one by which the person
is generally known or one that the person has used as part of his or
her legal name.
– For example: if John Jones is generally known as Bo Jones,

permissible designations are John “Bo” Jones, John (Bo) Jones,
Bo Jones, or John Jones

• May not use titles such as Dr., Rev., Col., etc. unless two
or more people have the same or similar name.

• May use designations such as Jr., Sr., or numericals
• However, if the candidate plans to designate a nickname on the

candidate oath form other than a generally recognized shortened
version of the legal name, notify the appropriate qualifying officer
well in advance of qualifying to complete required affidavit.
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Qualifying Forms – Financial Disclosure
Provides citizens a way to monitor potential conflicts of interest and 
keeps them informed on an annual basis.  Also serves as a deterrent to 
public officials considering activity that may result in a conflict.

Form 6 - Full & Public Disclosure of Financial Interests
Required for County Judge, County Commissioner, Clerk of Court, Property 
Appraiser, Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections, Tax Collector, District School Board 
members, and elected municipal officials (Mayor, Commissioner, Councilperson).  
These must be filed electronically with the Commission on Ethics and a printed copy 
of that submission presented at Qualifying.

Form 1 - Statement of Financial Interests
Required for persons elected to office in any political subdivision (such as counties 
and special districts) and any person appointed to fill a vacancy in such office, 
unless required to file a Form 6.  These must be filed electronically with the 
Commission on Ethics and a printed copy of that submission presented at 
Qualifying.
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Information Provided at Qualifying

• Public Test Notification (L&A)

• Poll Watcher Information

• Political Advertisement Notification

• Sign requirements will be provided for Fort Pierce,

Port St. Lucie and St. Lucie County.  Each

jurisdiction has specific requirements

• Canvassing Board Dates
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SB 7050 Changes
effective July 1, 2023

• Each candidate shall, at the time of subscribing to the oath or affirmation, state in writing whether he or
she owes any outstanding fines, fees, or penalties that cumulatively exceed $250 for any violations
of s. 8, Art. II of the State Constitution, the Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees under part
III of chapter 112, any local ethics ordinance governing standards of conduct and disclosure
requirements, or chapter 106… [99.021(1)(d), F.S.]

• Each candidate shall designate in the oath or affirmation specified in s. 99.021 the name that he or she
wishes to have printed on the ballot, or in the case of a write-in candidate, the name that he or she
wishes to have voters write in on the ballot when voting for him or her… [99.0215(a), F.S.]

• If a candidate wishes to designate a nickname, the candidate must file an affidavit that must be verified
under oath or affirmation pursuant to s. 92.525(1)(a), attesting that the nickname complies with the
requirements of this section… [99.0215(2), F.S.]

• Unless a candidate has the same name as, or a name similar to, one or more candidates for the same
office, an educational or professional title or degree may not be added to his or her name designation.
[99.0215(3), F.S.]

• The supervisor must be paid in advance the sum of 10 cents  for each signature checked or the actual
cost of checking such signature by the candidate… [99.097(4)(a), F.S.]

• When two or more candidates running for the same office on an election ballot have the same or similar
surname, the word “incumbent” must appear next to the incumbent’s name. [101.151(4)(b), F.S.]

• Each campaign treasurer designated by a candidate or political committee pursuant to s. 106.021 shall
file regular reports of all contributions received, and all expenditures made, by or on behalf of such
candidate or political  committee.  Except for the third calendar quarter immediately preceding a general
election, reports must be filed on the 10th day following the end of each calendar quarter… [106.07(1),
F.S.]
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Make an Appointment Today
• Pre-qualifying appointments will be scheduled at the

Supervisor of Elections office located at
4132 Okeechobee Road, Fort Pierce

Monday, May 25, 2026 – Friday, June 5, 2026

• Qualifying appointments will be scheduled at the
Supervisor of Elections office located at

4132 Okeechobee Road, Fort Pierce
noon Monday, June 8 – noon Friday, June 12, 2026

Contact Candidate Department at 
772-462-1500 to schedule an appointment
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SCENARIO 5
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There was an accident on US-1 and Candidate E 
arrived at the SOE office at 12:05 pm on the last 
day of qualifying to submit the required 
documentation.

Will Candidate E qualify 
for office?



Political Advertising 
F.S. 106.011 (15)

A political advertisement is a paid expression in a 
communications media:

– radio, television
– newspaper, campaign literature, mail
– by means other than the spoken word in direct

conversation

which expressly advocates the election or defeat of a 
candidate or the approval or rejection of an issue
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Political Advertisement Disclaimers
F.S. 106.143

• Disclaimers must be verbatim per Section 106.143 F.S.
which gives multiple examples based on the office
sought and who paid for the advertisement
– Advertisement provided In-Kind must indicate so
– Advertisement paid for by a write-in candidate must prominently

state candidate is a write-in candidate

• A candidate running for an office that has a district,
group, or seat number does not have to indicate the
district, group, or seat number in the political
advertisement or disclaimer
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Political Advertisement Disclaimers

• Any political advertisement of a candidate running for
partisan office shall express the name of the political
party of which the candidate is seeking nomination or is
the nominee.
– If the candidate for partisan office is running as a candidate with

no party affiliation, any political advertisement of the candidate
must state that the candidate has no party affiliation.

• A political advertisement of a candidate running for
nonpartisan office may not state the candidate’s
political party affiliation.
– A candidate for nonpartisan office is PROHIBITED from

campaigning based on party affiliation.
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Political Advertisement Disclaimers 
Language Other Than English

F.S. 106.143(9)

Any political advertisement which is published, displayed, 
or produced in a language other than English may provide 
the disclaimer in the language used in the advertisement 
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Political Advertisement 
Disclaimers for Incumbents

• The word “re-elect” may only be used for
incumbents for the office sought

• All non-incumbent candidates must use
the word “for” in the body of any
advertisement between the name of the
candidate and the office sought in order
that incumbency is NOT implied (Section
106.143(6) F.S.)
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When a Disclaimer is not Required
F.S. 106.143

• Novelty items worth $10 or less (not in opposition of a
candidate)

• Items designed to be worn by a person
• A message placed as a paid link on a social networking

website (maximum 200 characters)
• Placed on an Internet website where there is no cost to

post for public users
• Distributed as a text message if not more than 200

characters

Refer to 106.143(10) F.S. for the complete list of exceptions 
to disclaimer requirement
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Telephone Solicitation
F.S. 106.147

Disclosure Requirements

• Telephone solicitations shall identify the person or
organization sponsoring the call by stating either:
– “Paid for by…..(name of persons or organizations sponsoring the call)” 
– “Paid for on behalf of…..(name of persons or organizations authorizing 

call)” 
• Requirements apply to phone calls and test messages.  Does not apply if

the person making the call is not being paid and both persons participating
in the call know each other prior to the call

• No telephone call shall state or imply that the caller
represents any person or organization unless given
specific approval in writing by the represented party
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Prohibited Acts
F.S. 106.15

Speaking at Public Meetings
Candidates may not pay money or give anything of value 
for speaking at a political meeting to further their candidacy
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Prohibited Solicitation 
F.S. 106.08

Candidates may not solicit contributions 
from, or make charitable contributions, in 
exchange for political support to any:

– Religious
– Charitable
– Civic
– Other organizations established

primarily for the public good
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Malicious Statements
F.S. 104.271

• Malicious statements from an opposing candidate in
an election may result in a felony of the third
degree and after conviction such candidate shall be
disqualified to hold office.

• A civil penalty of up to $5,000 may be assessed for
violations of this Statute.
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Judicial Candidates
F.S. 105.071

Limitations on Political Activity for Judicial Candidates

A candidate for judicial office shall not: 
• Campaign as a member of any political party
• Publicly represent or advertise herself/himself as a

political party member
• Participate in any partisan political party activities except

to:
- register to vote as a member of any political party
- vote in any party primary contest
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Judicial Candidates
Judicial candidates shall not:
• Endorse any candidate
• Make or accept contributions to/of political party

funds
• Accept or retain a place on any political party committee
• Make contributions to any person, group, or

organization for its endorsement to judicial office
• Agree to pay all or part of an advertisement sponsored

by any person, group, or organization where the
candidate may be endorsed for judicial office

1/6/2025 105



SCENARIO 6
Candidate F is running for School Board.  He has utilized 
his campaign funds to purchase the sign listed below.  

Do you see a violation?
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Vote For Candidate F for 
St. Lucie County School 

Board!
“Political advertisement paid for and approved by 

Candidate F, Green Party, for School Board”



Request for Acquisition of 
Registered Voter Information
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Data Services Available
• Lists: 15¢ per page + $10 processing fee

Includes: Voter Name, residence and mailing address
Available in: Precinct Alphabetical, Straight Alphabetical, Walking
(Street) or Household Order

• Labels: 30¢ per page + $10 processing fee
Includes: Voter or Household Name and Mailing Address Labels

(2 across, 1” x 4”)
Available in: Precinct Alphabetical, Straight Alphabetical, Street
Order or Household Order

**ELECTRONIC FILES THAT ARE EMAILED ARE 
PROVIDED AT NO CHARGE** 
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Data Services

Text Files include all available information on a voter’s 
record, such as the voter’s name, address, date of birth, 
gender, party, precinct and district information.

When ordering a Text File, please be sure to have 
someone who is familiar with converting the raw data into 
an Excel or Access Database.

The SOE office does not offer any customized 
programming or data manipulation.  Data is to be 
manipulated by the candidate or someone on their data 
service team.
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Placement of Orders

• Orders may be placed either in person, writing, fax, or
email by those authorized on behalf of the Candidate.
Orders not approved by a proper authority will not be
processed.  The Data Center will make a best effort
attempt to notify the requestor should a request be
denied

• Orders are processed on a first come, first served basis
with a standard response time of 3-5 business days,
depending upon workload
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Data Request Forms

VBM Request Application Acquisition Form
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Payment
• All orders are to be paid for in full at the time of order

pickup

• Method of payment for candidates must be by campaign
check

• Cash will not be accepted for any order

• Any invoices left unpaid, or checks returned due to
insufficient funds, will be submitted to the County
Attorney for collection
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Requesting Mailing Lists

Before completing a Registered Voter Information Request 
Form: 
• Call our office as we can help you decide what your

objective is with the list you request. Your budget may be
a consideration.

• What are you going to do with this list?
– Walk a neighborhood house-by-house?
– Send a flyer to each registered voter?
– Send a flyer to each registered voter by household?
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Available Data Formats

Any candidate may request voter information by the 
following sort categories: (comes in EXCEL format) 

Alpha by Name 
Alpha by Precinct 
Alpha by Residence  (also known as a “Walk List”)
Alpha by Household  (also known as a “Walk List”)

The information can be from all registered voters in St. 
Lucie County broken down by:

a specific district
in a specific age range
according to gender, race, party
according to previous voting history
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Comma-Delimited Text Files

Ease of data manipulation (sorting)

File contains everything on a voter’s record

Ability to create your own mailing labels

Files can be given to a printing house

Phone numbers are included

Up to 20 elections can be added to a text file
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Vote-by-Mail Ballot Information 
Requests

• Vote-by-Mail (Absentee) Ballot request information is confidential
and exempt from public disclosure under Section 101.62(3) F.S.,
except to the following persons or entities who may obtain and use it
for political purposes only:
– Canvassing Board
– Election Official
– Political party or official thereof
– Candidate who has filed qualification papers

and is opposed in an upcoming election
– Registered political committee

• Please note:  Deadline to receive a request for Vote-by-Mail
ballots has changed from 10 days prior to the election to 12
days prior to the election per 101.62(3)(c), F.S.
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Questions about Data?

Sherrie Williams
Voter Registration Administrator

Phone: (772) 462-5633
Email:   swilliams@slcelections.com
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The Election and Beyond
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POLL WATCHERS

During Early Voting and on Election Day, candidates, political 
committees, and political parties can have Poll Watchers to 
observe the election process.

• What does a Poll Watcher do? – A poll watcher observes the election
process to see if any violation of election laws occurs. If a violation occurs,
the poll watcher is to refer the violation to the clerk of the election board.
Every candidate and political party may have only one poll watcher in each
early voting site or polling room at any one time

• Deadline to Submit Designation:
 Early Voting Deadline – No later than noon at least 14 days before early

voting begins  (July 25 and October 5, 2026)
 Election Day Deadline – No later than noon of the 2nd Tuesday before

the election (August 4 and October 20, 2026)
Must Utilize Required Designation Form – DS-DE 125 
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POLL WATCHER DESIGNATION FORM  
DS-DE 125

DS-DE 125
Available on DOE website:

https://www.slcelections.com/Portals/
StLucie/dsde125.pdf
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POLL WATCHER
WHO CANNOT BE A POLL WATCHER?
• A candidate, sheriff, deputy sheriff, police officer, or any

law enforcement officer is not allowed to serve as a
poll watcher.

POLL WATCHER CANNOT:
• Interfere with or impede the conduct of any election.
• Be located closer to the official’s table or the voting

booths than is reasonably necessary to perform their
function.

• Speak to or otherwise interact with the voter
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NO-SOLICITATION ZONE
Per Florida Statutes 102.031 (4),

No person, political committee, or 

other group or organization may solicit voters inside the 

polling place or within 150 feet of the entrance to any 

polling place during Early Voting or on Election Day.  

Before the opening of the polling place or early voting site, 

the clerk or supervisor shall designate the no-solicitation 

zone and mark the boundaries.
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Election Night Reporting
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Election results totals for Early Voting and Vote-by-
Mail are released 30 minutes after the polls close.
• As results from the Precincts are received,

results immediately refresh on our website at:
www.slcelections.com



Prior to Disposing of Surplus Funds  
F.S. 106.11

Once a candidate withdraws, becomes unopposed, is eliminated, or 
elected to office, he/she may only expend funds from the campaign 
account to: 
• Purchase “thank you” advertising for up to 75 days

• Pay for items which were obligated

• Pay for expenditures necessary to close down the campaign office
and to prepare final campaign reports
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Prior To Disposing of Surplus Funds
F.S. 106.141,106.11

• If a candidate filed an Affidavit of Undue Burden
(was unable to pay the petition verification fee),
they must reimburse any waived petition verification
fee to the state or local government

• Any candidate required to dispose of funds may, before
such disposition, be reimbursed by the campaign, in
full or in part, for any reported:
– Contributions to campaign by the candidate
– Loans to the campaign by the candidate
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Disposing of Surplus Funds 
F.S.106.141

• Return pro rata to each contributor the funds that have not been
spent or obligated.

• Donate the funds that have not been spent or obligated to a
charitable 501(c)(3) organization

• Give not more than $25,000 of the funds that have not been spent or
obligated to the affiliated party committee or political party of which
such candidate is a member.

• Transfer some funds to an office account and file quarterly reports
until all funds are gone

– Five thousand dollars multiplied by the number of years in office for which
elected for a candidate for county office or for a candidate for any election on
less than a countywide basis;

– Three thousand dollars, for a candidate for county court judge or circuit judge.
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Political Organizations 
Disposition of Funds

• Disposition of funds upon termination of the organization
for Political Committees and Electioneering
Communication Organizations must be disposed of as
documented in the Statement of Organization form. (s.
106.03, F.S.)
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Termination Reports

A termination report must be 
filed within 90 days of 

withdrawing as a candidate, 
becoming unopposed, 
elected, or eliminated 
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Amended Termination Report

If a refund check is received after all surplus 
funds have been disposed of:

• The check may be endorsed by the candidate
and the refund disposed of pursuant to Section
106.141, F.S.

• An amended termination report must be filed
with the filing officer.
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SCENARIO 7
Candidate G has won the Election!  He 
decides that he is going to take his entire 
family to Hawaii on a much-needed break 
with the surplus funds from his campaign. 

Is this a violation?
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Important Contact Information
 Gertrude Walker, Supervisor of Elections:
 Judith Durogene, Administrative Assistant:
 Sherrie Williams, Registration Manager:
 Candidate Department 

(candidates@slcelections.com):
 Margaret Nichols, Petition Coordinator:

772-462-1503
772-462-1501
772 462-5633
772-462-1500

772-462-1140

Division of Elections, Office of General Counsel:
 Phone: 850-245-6536
 Fax: 850-245-6127
 Email: DOS.GeneralCounsel@DOS.MyFlorida.com
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REMEMBER
You, as the candidate are responsible for all 
aspects of your campaign!!

Use resources available to you:
• Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook
• Supervisor of Elections Website: www.slcelections.com
• Division of Elections Website: http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/
• Office of General Counsel phone (850) 245-6536 or email:

DOS.GeneralCounsel@DOS.MyFlorida.com
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This Candidate Workshop is to serve as a tool to provide important information to candidates. It is in no way a 
substitute for a candidate reading and understanding Florida Election Laws.
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THANK YOU
&

GOOD LUCK
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